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UN Principles for Future Generations 

4. Think, plan and act with future generations in mind 

Adopting a good ancestor policy would help infuse strategic foresight, long-term thinking and the 
precautionary principle into all stages of planning and programming from design and budgeting to 
implementation and evaluation. 

The UN system should pursue due diligence and therefore purposefully shift to a more systematic 
understanding of global risks and long-term trends; collect and leverage disaggregated data and use 
evidence- based modelling and scenario-based foresight for development of anticipatory policy; 
transform systems of national and global accounting; promote the use of rigorous future impact 
assessments and support Member States to plan and act for the future. 

Where uncertainties persist, the UN system should take a precautionary approach to risks – 
acknowledging that the actions of present generations can cause significant and irreversible damage to 
future generations and that a lack of scientific clarity on such risks should not be used as a reason for 
postponing measures to prevent potential harm. 

https://unsceb.org/united-nations-system-common-principles-future-generations


The Basics:
The Well-being of Future 
Generations Act





Sustainable Development Principle

"act in a manner which seeks to ensure 
that the needs of the present are met 
without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own 
needs."



Well-being goals



The Well-being of Future Generations Act

• Guide to the Act





cenedlaethaurdyfodol.cymru | futuregenerations.wales | @futuregencymru

5 Ways of Working



The Basics:
The Future Generations 
Commissioner for Wales



Our Vision

• Cymru is a better place to live and has a bright and 
optimistic future – thriving, inclusive and green.

• Together we have protected the interests of those not yet 
born. Well-being and long-term thinking are at the heart of 
decision-making. Cymru Can.

Our Purpose

• We are a voice for future generations, acting today for a 
better tomorrow. We advise and challenge, holding decision 
makers to account. We inspire, convene, and mobilise for 
maximum impact.

• Together with others, we are growing a movement for 
change – putting long-term thinking and a future focus at 
the heart of everything we do.

Future Generations Commissioner for Wales



Future Generations Commissioner for Wales



Implementation 

and Impact

To facilitate a transformation in the way we keep 

people healthy, with a greater focus on 

prevention and the long term. As a result, public 

bodies are working together to tackle the root 

causes of ill health and addressing health 

inequalities.

To help transition Wales to an economy that puts people and 

planet first. As a result, governments at all levels, 

communities and business are making this happen. 

To reinforce the positive impact of cultural well-

being. As a result, public bodies are making the 

urgent changes needed to promote culture and 

creativity, enhance the fabric of communities 

and promote multi-culturalism and the Welsh 

language. 

To ensure all Welsh public bodies achieve their 

net zero and nature positive goals by 2030. As a 

result, public bodies are leading action on climate 

change including adaptation, in a way that 

reduces inequalities and maximises the benefits 

to people and communities across Wales.

To ensure the Well-being of Future 

Generations Act is applied effectively and with 

ambition in a way that improves the lives of 

the people of Wales now and in the future. 

Future Generations Commissioner for Wales



Food

Health and Well-

being

Healthier diets 

helping to prevent 

illness and promote 

well-being

Climate and Nature

Sustainable food system 

that does not contribute to 

climate change and 

enhances biodiversity

A Well-being Economy

Local supply chains that help to support 

cohesive communities and a well-being 

economy

Culture and Welsh language

The food we eat is a part of 

Welsh culture and identity, 

our food system helps 

protect the heartlands and 

promotes the Welsh 

language 

Implementation and Impact 

The learning from this work helps 

public bodies implement the Act 

better in other areas as well

AI & digital

Health and Well-

being

AI can improve the 

capacity of our 

health system

Climate and Nature

AI has a huge potential to 

help us address the 

climate emergency

A Well-being Economy

Developing skills in this are can help 

Wales become a leader in this space to 

model a compassionate, well-being 

society to increase the potential for AI 

to be a force for good.

Culture and Welsh language

The implications of 

digitalisation and AI on the 

cultural sector need to be 

carefully considered to 

ensure no adverse impacts

Implementation and Impact 

Digitalisation and AI can help public 

services become more efficient and 

support innovation

Future Generations Commissioner for Wales



Policymaking in Practice:
Section 20 Review 





Collaboration
 
• For the Anti-Racist Wales plan, Welsh 

Government collaborate with ethnic 
minority stakeholder groups to develop 
the plan’s actions. 

Integration 

• The Waste Strategy, Beyond Recycling, 
undertook a voluntary well-being 
assessment to map out its contribution 
across all goals. 

• The Employability Plan uses the 
National Milestones as measures for 
success. 

Long-term 

• Wales Transport Strategy, Llwybr 
Newydd, looks 20 years into the future 
and includes long-term ambitions. 

Prevention

• The Waste Strategy, Beyond Recycling, 
focuses on preventing further 
environmental, economic and social 
damage arising from the 
predominantly linear Welsh economy. 

Involvement

• Community involvement was at the 
heart of Anti-Racist Wales with 
policymakers being paired up with a 
community mentor. 

Policymaking in Practice



Policymaking in Practice

• Future-proofing initiative
• UX Lab Community**
• Policymaking in the Welsh Context
• Integrated Impact Assessments 
• Policymaking Guidance
• The Policy Capability Framework
• Ministerial Deep Dives 
• Policy Delivery Guidance (Policy Making Handbook)**
• Policy Forum**
• Future Trends Report** 











Further Resources
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